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Global sustainability certification for IT products
Trusted by purchasers around the world.

Like an ecolabel but so much more

We detect issues — and make sure that they are solved
Holding industry accountable. Non-compliance is met 
with real consequences.

20,000 hours of independent verification each year 
Verification is mandatory and continuous — carried out 
both before and after certification.

Environmental and social criteria with direct impact 
Criteria go beyond legislation and are updated every three years. 
All criteria are mandatory.
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Understanding ICT Environmental Impacts 
– Example standard Laptop 4 year lifecycle

Annual: 79.38 kg CO2e
(Based on 4 year use)
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Total: 318 kg CO2e
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Source: “Mind the Gap: IT and Net Zero” - Ewen Anderson, CIO & Lead Consultant, Px3



Understanding ICT Environmental Impacts 
– Example re-purposed Laptop 8 year lifecycle

Annual: 41.82 kg CO2e
(Based on typical 4+4 year refresh)

47% emissions reduction
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Total: 335 kg CO2e

Source: “Mind the Gap: IT and Net Zero” - Ewen Anderson, CIO & Lead Consultant, Px3



Yet, there are still E-waste to be handled! 



Enabling a more circular approach…

Most effective/
highest value

Do this first

Then this

.. and if you can't, 
do this

Least effective/
lowest value

Use longer: 
Ask for longer contracts, warranties and service agreements. 
Upgrade and repair. Replace battery, memory, hard drive. 
Share and reuse products in your organization. 

Refurbish: 
Give devices a second life. 
Sell to the second hand market or to a refurbisher. 
Buy refurbished.

Remanufacture: 
Sell products to a remanufacturer. 
Buy remanufactured.

Recycle: 
Collect products that have reached the end of their 
usable life for safe recycling.

1.

2.

3.

4.
Then this

Practical solutions for purchasers



The key to low carbon procurement…

Less repeating of the manufacturing phase…
- Use the products longer (longer warranty period, including Operating System support)

- Purchase for the needs, not for the new (refurbished products may serve your needs just as fine)

- Be responsible for the last mile or a new page (turn your trash into gold for someone else)

- Orient to a less hardware-heavy environment (use more 3rd party or cloud service)

IF you have to buy new…
- Ask for a longer warranty and repair period, including software and OS support

- Set up challenging procurement criteria with sustainability focus (refer to criteria from ecolabels)

- Extend and track the manufacturer’s responsibility (take-back, second life guarantee…)

- Using products/services that are manufactured responsibly and powered by renewable energy



Contact us
www.tcocertified.com

Linkedin - TCO Development
Twitter - @tcocertified

Questions
nick.liu@tcodevelopment.com
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